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Event focus:
A values-driven social economy

This year represented a pivotal juncture for knowledge acquisition and
reinvigoration of endeavors, strategies, and partnerships, aiming to
advance consistently, significantly, and in alignment with the 2030
Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals. The current
assessments, fueled by the impact of various industries, including
notably the textile sector, evoked not only concerns but also a
resounding call to action—a concerted effort that had to embody and
integrate principles of environmental sustainability, regeneration,
innovation, and collaboration.

Within the framework of the United Nations' High-Level Political
Forum in 2023, focused on the crucial theme of "Accelerating the
recovery from the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) and the full
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development at
all levels," the esteemed Argentinian NGO "Hecho por Nosotros," with
ECOSOC status at the UN and a strong commitment to driving
systemic change in the value chains of the textile industry, was proud
to co-organize a distinguished side event titled "Inclusive Digital
Transformation and entrepreneurship: How to Ignite the Circular
Creative Economy?”.

This exceptional gathering was co-convened by Ashoka Fellow
Adriana Marina, Founder of animana and Ngo Hecho por Nosotros,
who transformed the creative industry in the global south, along with
Radhika Shah, Co-President, Stanford Angels & Entrepreneurs & Co-
Chair of The Breakthrough Alliance of the United Nations Joint SDG
Fund, a prominent community builder & impact investor from the tech
innovation world of Silicon Valley, Gerénimo Frigerio and Tricia
Langman, Hecho Por Nosotros Managing Partner & Leader of Ed-tech
and Innovation.



Event Objectives

The objective was to explore how digital transformation could catalyze
innovation and ignite the circular creative economy. By bringing
together entrepreneurs, Micro-, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises
(MSMEs), as well as large enterprises and multinational corporations
(MNCs), technology experts, market influencers, and policymakers, the
event aimed to facilitate a collaborative and catalytic dialogue and
ignite tangible actions towards sustainable development in the creative
industry and beyond.

The key themes, such as the inclusive systems changes that could be
achieved by responsibly leveraging the transformative power of tech
innovation combined with an entrepreneurial mindset, the role of
digital technologies in streamlining production processes, and the
successful implementation of circular models and nowadays practices,
highlighted the importance and key areas for inclusive finance, and
opportunities from regenerative models in driving innovation and
fostering sustainable development in the creative industry. In this
event we share the three main areas of digital transformation to ignite
the circular creative economy (1) shifting consumption patterns, (2)
improved practices and (3) infrastructure investment.

C The event objectives were aligned with our common daily goals )
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Evenl Summary

Discussions focused on the underpinnings of inclusive digitalization as
a challenge to undertake with a global vision and climate change
perspective. Disseminations also explored how to boost a circular
economy that opened the gates of formality for micro, small, medium,
and large enterprises alike. Finally, the parties engaged in a discussion
on how to Iimplement policy innovations that could boost
entrepreneurship in a digital environment, fostering a global e-
business climate that could facilitate wealth and job creation. Specific
ideas on how to design innovative and implementable ideas and
policies were explored. The event aimed to foster networking
opportunities, inspire concrete actions, and contribute to the collective
building of a more inclusive and sustainable creative economy.

Co-convented by

Adriana Marina Radhika Shah Geronimo Frigerio
Founder of HxN Stanford Angels GF Consulting
and animana & Entrepreneurs Group
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Main Session Report

How to Ignite the Circular Creative Economy?
Perspectives from UN, Policy makers, Creative
Industry leaders and more

After a few words of welcome, the first dialogue of the event was initiated
by Adriana Marina, founder of Hecho por Nosotros and animana who
extended an open invitation to advance this systemic change in order to
connect profoundly with our values and see how we can re-convert and
improve the world and the system we live in.

On the other hand, Radhika Shah, Co-President of Stanford Angels &
Entrepreneurs, points out that it's important to respect the dignity of all and
not think of nature as a resource to exploit rather than a relationship as that
of a trustee.

In order to continue the dialogue with the guests, it was then the turn of
Olivia Chassot, Associate Economic Affairs Officer at United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE). Who explained that at UNECE
they have been focusing on sustainable value chain management.
Highlighting two trends: First, the lack of trust and greenwashing, and
second, the need for data transparency. Those problems are being
addressed through certification, so traceability ensures that the data
collection at the product level is accurate and reliable all along the life cycle.
It is also a kind driver for circular evaluations to support the life extension of
the product and at the end of the life of the products.

Finally, Chassot highlighted some sustainability policy recommendations on
the need for a regulatory framework to prevent the negative impacts on the
population’s health, biodiversity and the environment, establishing
legislative reviews to limit the entry of textile waste, introducing information
requirements on imported use of textile with mandatory recycling targets,
and investment in recycling infrastructure. Also, set in place could be to
incentivize more circular business models through subsidies and lastly
developing engagement strategies with economic partners, and updating
trade agreements, could be another entry point to better address textile
waste for the next steps.



Alejandra Luzardo is a leader in innovation and creativity at the Inter-
American Development Bank (IADB). From her experience in the creative
sector within the bank, she remarked that it is not enough to have
regulations in place; we also need to educate and raise awareness about
sustainability. This is because many people do not understand the
importance of sustainability or how to comply with sustainability
regulations. For this reason, the IADB works with both the government and
the private sector to ensure that startups and entrepreneurs are aware of
sustainability issues and are able to comply with sustainability regulations
to create a diverse sector with common goals as shown below. This
diagram highlights how diverse sectors have common attributes to
collectively work towards achieving sustainability objectives.
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The next speaker was Jeffrey Cole, founder and director of the World
Internet Project, a long-term longitudinal look at the effects of computer and
Internet technology, which is conducted in over 35 countries. Cole begins
by talking about the importance of digital transformation. The speaker talks
about how COVID-19 was a major digital transformation event. About
some of the winners and losers coming out of COVID-19. They say that
labor was one of the biggest winners, as there is now a shortage of labor
and wages are going up. They also mention that cash has come close to
disappearing in many societies, which raises equity issues. He highlighted
that digital technology has helped to deal with this crisis, but it has not
eliminated it. Finally, the speaker concluded that the digital divide has
morphed from those who have no access to the internet to those who do
not have sufficient broadband.



Closing the first segment of the main panel was Ato Quayson, Chair African
Studies Department at Stanford University. Who begins by talking about
the importance of education in promoting sustainability. He says that
education can help people to understand the value of sustainable fabrics
and fabrication and to move away from the dependency on second-hand
clothing. To further explore this idea, Ato talks about the role of sewing
machines in Africa. They say that sewing machines were introduced by
Christian missionaries in the 19th century and that they helped to unlock
the creative potential of African women. However, the speaker argues that
the sewing machines were also used to promote factory-manufactured
fabrics, which displaced locally-produced fabrics.

About the potential for using sewing machines to promote sustainability in
the fashion industry. The speaker argued that the government could give
contracts for school uniforms to local sewing co-ops, which would help to
train women in sustainable fabrics and fabrication. This would also help to
reduce the dependency on second-hand clothing. In conclusion, Ato
highlighted that universities can play a role in promoting sustainability in the
fashion industry by working with local communities. He argues that
universities and businesses should think locally, rather than trying to
translate global concepts to the local level to create economic and social
value. In order to reach this economic and social value, it's necessary: (1) to
be aware of the logistics and supply chain (raw material, manufacturing and
distribution), (2) to be conscious of the product's life cycle (consume and
waste).

Raw Manufacturing Distribution Consumer
materials &retail

SUPPLY CHAIN = LOGISTICS LIFE CYCLE

VALUE CHAIN = ECONOMIC & SOCIAL VALUE

Source: United Nations Environment Programme (2021), Catalysing Science-based Policy Action On Sustainable Consumption And Production.



Main Session Report

2.How to Ignite the Circular Creative Economy?
Grassroots led Local Actions, Global Impact-
Perspectives from Academia & Development
Agencies

The second segment of the main panel was conducted by Radhika Shah,
Co-President of Stanford Angels & Entrepreneurs. The main goal of this
dialogue was to explore the essential elements and strategies required to
fuel the growth of a circular creative economy and advancing sustainable
development and Agenda 2030 achieving the sustainable development
goals which tackle the grand challenges of our times globally by 2030.

The first speaker was Christa Williams, a principal investor at City Impact
Fund. The City Impact Fund is a $500 million impact investing fund that
focuses on climate resilience, the future of work, financial inclusion, and
social infrastructure. Williams was asked about the key challenges in scaling
impact investing from funding the grassroots industries. One of the key
challenges of scaling impact investing is that it requires long-term
commitments from investors. Another challenge is that impact investors are
still investors, so they need to see a financial return on their investment.
However, there are impact investors at all levels of the financing stack, and
they are willing to invest in early-stage companies with the potential for
long-term impact.

Christa Williams believes that circularity and sustainability are essential to
the creative economy. Companies that want to manufacture high-quality
products that will last for years need to work with artisans instead of
machines. Circular models also extend the lives of products, which can
increase their value over time. As City Impact Fund continues to invest in
the creative economy, they will look for companies that are using
sustainable supply chain models. They believe that this is the future of the
creative economy.

The next panelist was Temina Madon, co-founder of the Agency Fund. The
fund is grounded on the idea that everyone could use additional coaching,
therapy, guidance, advice, and insights as they navigate the world, but no
one more than people who have been marginalized in the mainstream
economy.



The fund looks for ways to deliver insights that people may not be able to
access themselves, either through a frontline worker or through technology.
In addition to coaching and support, the fund is also investing in digital
services that can help small businesses insert into more complex supply
chains. These services include business registration, supply chain
management, inventory management, and accounting. Finally, the speaker
explains that the fund believes that automation can free up small
entrepreneurs to focus on the interpersonal aspects of running a business
and as a result to be able to take care of a circular production (example of a
circular system below).

Figure 2: Representation of activities in a circular textile value chain.
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Source: UNEP (2019). Circularity Platform.



The last speaker for the main panel was Anshu Gupta, founder of Goonj, a
non-governmental organization that focuses on clothing as a basic but
unaddressed need. The speaker posed the problem that there is a huge
amount of unused material in the world, and it often ends up in landfills.
This material could be used to solve problems in communities, but it is not
being used effectively. For Gupta the solution is to create a new system that
allows people to earn money by solving problems in their communities. This
system would use secondhand goods as a currency, and it would give
people the dignity and agency they need to make a difference. On the one
hand, the benefits of this system include reduced waste, empowered
communities, increased dignity, and improved problem-solving skills. On the
other hand, the challenges of this system include changing people's
mindsets about secondhand goods, overcoming logistical challenges, and
ensuring that the system is fair and equitable.



Main Session Report

How to Ignite the Circular Creative Economy?
Funder & Entrepreneurial Perspectives: Bridging
Funding, Digitization, Sustainabilily, Agency &
Dignily

The moderation of the final segment was conducted by Pranav Khanna,
Director of Strategic Initiatives at Lower Labs. Khanna highlighted the
importance of policy in the circular creative economy. He argued that policy

can help to address some of the biggest challenges in the economic system,
such as inequalities, youth engagement, and digital transformation.

The first speaker in this segment was Bruna Elias from the UN Global
Compact. She discussed the key strategies that the UN Global Compact
realized to support the circular economy and the challenges in promoting
digital transformation, encouraging businesses to adopt those circular
business models such as product-as-a-service sharing economy platforms
and various other closed-loop business models. Another key strategy is
innovation and rethinking product design. How we could create low impact
with low impact materials within the production phase. Other key strategies
are collaboration and partnerships between businesses, governments,
NGOs, people, and research institutions to exchange knowledge, exchange
best practices and work together on those circular economy initiatives. Also,
the important role of investment and research on innovations related to
circular supply chains. Finally, she added that we know that governments
play a critical role in promoting the circular economy through supportive
policies and regulations.

For Bruna Elias, the key challenge in promoting digital transformation is
how to ensure widespread access to the digital infrastructure and
connectivity particularly when we're talking about developing countries and
underserved regions. But, throughout the research, the UN Global Compact
discovered that the SMEs are ready and willing to scale their engagement in
sustainability, but they need targeted and meaningful content and
initiatives, but some of the opportunities that we see are the digital
transformation of how those SMEs are embracing digital technologies and
platforms like chat CPT or artificial intentions and this can open up to new
markets, and give them access to global markets that they never had
access to before.



Finally, she added that the UN Global Compact is looking forward to
capitalizing on digitalization, leveraging new scaling ideas, and piloting new
projects with SMEs.

During his intervention, Adriana, founder of HxN, was asked What she
would ask policymakers to focus on? The answer was three words:
collaboration, co-creation, and education. Then she added: “One more word
is to have this systemic approach because we are in a world where this
fragmentation occurs inside of us, in our value chains and also in the
solution, so this approach of co-creation and collaboration brings these
tools of systemic point of view.”

Finally, it was the turn of Tricia Langman, Hecho por Nosotros Partner. She
thinks digital technologies could connect entrepreneurs and consumers on a
global scale breaking down barriers and creating new opportunities by
leveraging digital platforms entrepreneurs can access markets resources
and knowledge that was previously out of reach as we've seen with covid.

Tricia mentioned education is going to be the key and we must educate
both the entrepreneurs and the consumers about the benefits and
potentials of digital innovation in the creative Industries. In this journey
towards secularity digital transformation in Hecho por Nosotros (HxN) has
created a toolkit. This toolkit provides entrepreneurs in marginalized
communities with the knowledge and resources they need to adopt circular
business models and by equipping them with the necessary tools we
empower these communities to build sustainable and resilient businesses.
Moreover, the toolkit also emphasizes gender parity and inclusivity in the
entrepreneurship space. HxN recognizes that empowering women and
marginalized groups is essential for sustainable development and fostering
inclusivity. Exploratory graphics below.



Labs/breakout rooms Summary

In the following pages we dive into the LABS dynamic participation where
professionals from all around the world developed a specific topic related to
the challenges we face as a global society when it comes to sustainability.
The LABS were:

IAB o -Inclusive Digital Transformation and Enterpreneurship:
How to Ignite Circular Creative Economy?

LAB 1- HxN Digitalization and Direct Financing

IAB 2 - HxN on Transformative FEducation for Sustainable
Development

LAB 3 - HxN on Circularity in Action to build regenerative models
ILAB 4- HxN on Women and girls, an approach to Sustainable
Development through the lens of Gender Equalily.

LAB 5-HxN Global Innovation and Best Practices in South Asia
IAB 6- : HxN Igniting the Circular Creative Economy:
Collaboration in Latin America

LAB 7- Hx.N' Global Innovation and Best Practices in Africa

LAB 8- Hx.N on Empowering Youth for Sustainable Leadership
LAB 9 - HxN Igniting the Circular Creative Economy: co creation
LAB 10- HxN Catalysing the Circular Creative Economy in Latam
LAB 11 - Sustainable pledge: Animand and Hecho por Nosotros
LAB 12- : HxN Igniting the Circular Creative Economy: Global Co

creation in the fashion industry
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be?qn To (i:Ter\. A (ar?e Aymber of ?owrm\enf; Lave
understood Tlhis imperative and beg.an

designing nationa( qoqﬂ‘ policies
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it engages ?qrficipafin,.
actors in cof(aborative t

precesses That stimylate ‘

[earning and innovation
based on an 0hg-0ing
\_/
cross-pertifization of e
/

ideas and a shared
rexpon:ibi(i"'(‘ for The
risks associated

A
400 CREATION

To EMPHASIZE THE CENTRAL ROLE OF
PARTNERSHIPS FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPEMENT
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LAB 10

#OREATIVE

Reco?nizihg. Tl,e role of Tl,e
creaTiVe econohq in creqfin?
full and preductive employment
and decenT work, :upporfin?,
enTreprer\eqr:l,ip, creqTiViTq
and innevaTion, encoyraging
The formalization and ?erA
of micro-, sma((-and mediym-
sized enTerprises, xTim«(aTin?
innovation, empowering peeple,
promofin? socia| inc(ySion, and
redqcih? POVerT(‘.

LATIVN
AMER(CA

12 RESPONSIBLE 15 LIFE CLEAN WATER 1 4 LIFE BELOW 1 CLIMATE
CONSUMPTION ON LAND AND SANITATION WATER ACTION
AND PRODUCTION
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#SUGSTAINARIL(TY

Creafin?, re,.enerafive mede(s in harmeny witt,
natyre, The environment, and oyr planet.

i

"< L

AlINialna —

Reima,,inin?- an induﬁ'r(‘ where
Teclmolo,.(‘ evelves in The Lhands
of arfisans and va(idd’in?. Tieir
visdom and Techniques to create
an inclysive circylar and ceo-
creative mode|.

INDUSTRY, INNOVATION
AND INFRASTRUCTURE
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